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Foreword
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In 2025, we will celebrate 15 years of passion and dedication to the
environment. Looking back, I remember with pride every project we have
accomplished together – from protecting wild flora and fauna and
strengthening the environmental regulatory framework to educating
communities in villages and cities. Thank you for being with us every
step of the way and in all our activities. Together, we are committed to
continuing this path with dedication and with the conviction that every
action matters for a greener future. 

This annual report is both a review of our joint efforts and a document
that reflects how we have built our path, day by day, with patience and
perseverance. We have worked together to make protected areas
examples of good management and so that environmental laws and
policies truly respond to people's needs and current challenges. The
road is not over yet. For the Republic of Moldova's European path to bring
better living conditions for people, a joint and sustained effort is needed:
harmonising environmental legislation, effectively enforcing rules and
safeguarding in practice each person's right to a clean, healthy and
sustainable environment. 
 
This report seeks to offer a faithful picture of our achievements, our
chosen directions, and the way partnerships and local communities add
strength and meaning to our work. 

... for the Republic of Moldova's
European path to bring better
living conditions for people, a
joint and sustained effort is
needed

Dear friends of nature, 



Each year, we have strived to cultivate an organisational climate based
on trust, responsibility, and openness to innovation, so that we can
respond promptly and professionally to the increasingly diverse
demands in the field of environmental protection. At the celebration of
our 15th anniversary, we are proud to speak of a united and dynamic
professional community, ready to seize every opportunity to strengthen
EcoContact’s impact on society.

Who we are and how we are organised

Founded on 2 August 2010 as the successor to the Milieukontakt
International office in the Republic of Moldova, the EcoContact Public
Association draws its roots from 2001, when Milieukontakt began
operating in the country. The experience accumulated over the years in
environmental protection and civil society has allowed us to become an
organisation with recognised expertise at the local, national, and
regional levels. An important milestone was in 2013, when we took over
the Aarhus Center for Environmental Information and Consultation,
established with the support of the OSCE Mission, thereby consolidating
our role as a promoter of access to information and public participation
in environmental matters. 

By the end of 2024, EcoContact’s organisational structure reflected a
stable and multidisciplinary team: a board of directors, president,
executive director, financial manager, accountant, office manager,
programme managers, legal experts, environmental experts, a public
relations and communication specialist, and a design and social media
specialist. The diversity of specialisations and the close collaboration
among members made it possible to expand projects and initiatives at
all levels, providing support and consultancy both to authorities and to
citizens or partners from the non-governmental sector. 
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Through our work, we have chosen to implement the provisions of the
Aarhus Convention, to support European integration in the fields of
climate and environment, to constantly monitor compliance with
environmental rights, to promote the green economy, to contribute to
the re-naturalisation of aquatic and biodiversity ecosystems, to work
towards reducing the effects of climate change and the risks of natural
disasters, and, not least, to ensure that environmental policies and
legislation are implemented properly and transparently. This integrated
approach allows us to adapt to the ever-changing environmental
challenges and to put forward solutions that prioritise the balance
between economic development, social cohesion, and biodiversity
conservation. 

EcoContact’s mission is to contribute, day by day, to the sustainable
development of the Republic of Moldova by promoting environmental
protection and the responsible use of natural resources. From the very
beginning, our work has been guided by the principles of transparency,
cooperation, and responsibility towards future generations. We consider
that a better future is possible only if every community, institution, and
citizen understand their role in maintaining a healthy and safe
environment.

Our vision is rooted in the conviction that the Republic of Moldova can
become a society where human and environmental rights are fully
respected, and where protected areas serve as examples of good
practice in conservation, development, and management for the entire
region. We want EcoContact to be a reference organisation, capable of
inspiring sustainable change and mobilising strong partnerships both
locally and internationally. In every project and initiative, we undertake,
we strive to make the best use of our technical expertise, the dedication
of our team, and the involvement of communities, so that the positive
impact is reflected in every corner of the country.

Our mission and vision 

INPLEMENTATION OF THE
AARHUS CONVENTION

SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

ENVIRONMENTAL
LEGISLATION

Directions 
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Elaboration of a National Plan for the Reduction of Short-Lived
Climate Pollutants and a National Roadmap for Methane Reduction 

Improving governance of protected areas in Moldova through institutional
development, capacity development and habitat restoration

Roadmap for the alignment of EMERALD network establishment and
management to NATURA 2000 standards 

Green Agenda for Armenia, Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine

Green justice for stronger environmental protection and
communities in Moldova 

Small grant awarded to A.O. EcoContact to support the
implementation of the project “Strengthening Efficiency and
Access to Justice in Moldova”

Shields for human rights defenders – supporting human rights defenders
in the Republic of Moldova 

Enhancing PRTRs for Sustainability: Meeting the E-PRTR, IED and
PRTR Protocol obligations

Strengthening national-level institutional and professional capacities of
country Parties towards enhanced UNCCD monitoring and reporting – Moldova 

Strengthening the Emerald network in the Republic of Moldova 

Forestry and natural resource management in higher education
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Executive summary

In 2024, EcoContact’s work focused on several key areas: strengthening the
environmental legislative framework and aligning it with European Union standards,
promoting sustainable development and partnerships, advancing public participation
and transparent communication in environmental justice (Implementation of the
Aarhus Convention), and supporting the professional development of the team and
institutional capacities. These priorities guided our projects, partnerships, and
interventions, contributing to stronger environmental policies and greater community
involvement. 

Beyond the figures, every result reflects the dedication of our team and the
commitment of partners, authorities, civil society, and citizens to building a society
where the right to a clean, healthy, and sustainable environment is respected. 

PROJECTS IMPLEMENTED IN 11 2024

https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/elaborarea-unui-plan-national-pentru-reducerea-poluantilor-climatici-cu-durata-de-viata-scurta-si-a-unei-foi-de-parcurs-nationale-pentru-reducerea-metanului
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/elaborarea-unui-plan-national-pentru-reducerea-poluantilor-climatici-cu-durata-de-viata-scurta-si-a-unei-foi-de-parcurs-nationale-pentru-reducerea-metanului
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/elaborarea-unui-plan-national-pentru-reducerea-poluantilor-climatici-cu-durata-de-viata-scurta-si-a-unei-foi-de-parcurs-nationale-pentru-reducerea-metanului
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/imbunatatirea-managementului-ariilor-protejate-din-republica-moldova-prin-dezvoltarea-institutionala-consolidarea-capacitatilor-si-restaurarea-habitatelor
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/imbunatatirea-managementului-ariilor-protejate-din-republica-moldova-prin-dezvoltarea-institutionala-consolidarea-capacitatilor-si-restaurarea-habitatelor
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/life-renata
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/life-renata
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/life-renata
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/agenda-verde-pentru-armenia-georgia-moldova-si-ucraina
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/o-justitie-verde-pentru-un-mediu-protejat-si-comunitati-durabile-in-republica-moldova
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/o-justitie-verde-pentru-un-mediu-protejat-si-comunitati-durabile-in-republica-moldova
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/o-justitie-verde-pentru-un-mediu-protejat-si-comunitati-durabile-in-republica-moldova
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/grant-de-valoare-mica-oferit-a-o-ecocontact-pentru-acordarea-suportului-in-implementarea-proiectului-consolidarea-eficientei-si-a-accesului-la-justitie-in-moldova
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/grant-de-valoare-mica-oferit-a-o-ecocontact-pentru-acordarea-suportului-in-implementarea-proiectului-consolidarea-eficientei-si-a-accesului-la-justitie-in-moldova
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/grant-de-valoare-mica-oferit-a-o-ecocontact-pentru-acordarea-suportului-in-implementarea-proiectului-consolidarea-eficientei-si-a-accesului-la-justitie-in-moldova
https://www.ecocontact.md/ro/project/scut-pentru-aparatorii-drepturilor-omului-sprijin-aparatorilor-drepturilor-omului-in-republica-moldova
https://www.ecocontact.md/ro/project/scut-pentru-aparatorii-drepturilor-omului-sprijin-aparatorilor-drepturilor-omului-in-republica-moldova
https://www.ecocontact.md/ro/project/scut-pentru-aparatorii-drepturilor-omului-sprijin-aparatorilor-drepturilor-omului-in-republica-moldova
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/imbunatatirea-registrelor-nationale-al-emisiilor-si-al-transferului-de-poluanti-retp-in-tarile-din-balcanii-de-vest-si-republica-moldova
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/imbunatatirea-registrelor-nationale-al-emisiilor-si-al-transferului-de-poluanti-retp-in-tarile-din-balcanii-de-vest-si-republica-moldova
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/consolidarea-capacitatilor-institutionale-si-profesionale-la-nivel-national-ale-statelor-parti-pentru-imbunatatirea-monitorizarii-si-raportarii-in-cadrul-unccd
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/consolidarea-capacitatilor-institutionale-si-profesionale-la-nivel-national-ale-statelor-parti-pentru-imbunatatirea-monitorizarii-si-raportarii-in-cadrul-unccd
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/consolidarea-capacitatilor-institutionale-si-profesionale-la-nivel-national-ale-statelor-parti-pentru-imbunatatirea-monitorizarii-si-raportarii-in-cadrul-unccd
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/consolidarea-retelei-emerald-in-republica-moldova
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/consolidarea-capacitatilor-institutionale-si-profesionale-la-nivel-national-ale-statelor-parti-pentru-imbunatatirea-monitorizarii-si-raportarii-in-cadrul-unccd
https://ecocontact.md/ro/project/silvicultura-si-managementul-resurselor-naturale-in-invatamantul-superior


Another significant activity of the organisation was the conduct of the strategic
environmental assessment of the Nistru River Basin District Management Plan for Cycle
II (2024–2029), in accordance with the provisions of the national legal framework on
Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA).  

The document was prepared as part of the strategic planning process in the field of
water resources management, with the aim of integrating environmental
considerations at an early stage of plan development. Within this activity, the potential
effects on environmental factors were analysed, and concrete recommendations were
formulated to prevent, reduce, and compensate for possible negative impacts.

A notable achievement in 2024 was the
technical and consultative support provided
by EcoContact in the process of developing,
finalising, and approving the Environmental
Strategy of the Republic of Moldova for
2024–2030.

ENVIRONMENTAL LEGISLATION AND
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE AARHUS CONVENTION01

In 2024, environmental legislation was one of EcoContact’s central areas of activity. The
team was actively engaged in monitoring the implementation of Moldova’s
environmental regulatory framework, consulting with and supporting key actors in
harmonising national legislation with that of the European Union, and safeguarding
citizens’ environmental rights. Our efforts focused on  strengthening the legislative
framework by facilitating public consultations, ensuring the transposition and
alignment of legislation with EU standards, training competent authorities on
environmental regulations, and collaborating with stakeholders to improve the
implementation of environmental rules and to encourage community participation in
environmental policymaking. 

This national strategic document reflects
the Republic of Moldova’s commitment to
ensuring a healthy and safe environment,
aligned with European objectives for
environmental protection and sustainable
development.
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https://cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/76e85452-2de9-4c57-8bf4-b031d9bc00d0.pdf
https://cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/76e85452-2de9-4c57-8bf4-b031d9bc00d0.pdf
https://cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/76e85452-2de9-4c57-8bf4-b031d9bc00d0.pdf


(climate change, human rights, green economy,
waste management, forestry, eco-labelling, obsolete
pesticides, the Emerald Network, pollutant emissions,
SEVESO, environmental impact assessment,
reorganisation of subordinate institutions, application
of the best available techniques (BAT), etc.) 

(water and wastewater regulations; green
space regulations; and an action plan for
sustainable energy and climate)

national regulatory
and policy documents 

local regulatory and
policy documents56 3

In 2024, EcoContact reviewed draft normative acts relevant to environmental
protection and the sustainable use of natural resources and prepared a substantial
number of 59 detailed opinions on regulatory and policy documents. These opinions
reflect the perspectives of experts and the interested public, resulting from a rigorous
process of analysis and cooperation between experts and stakeholders. They highlight
the essential role of active participation and dialogue in the development of the
environmental regulatory and policy framework and in promoting responsible
governance.

Working Group on Chapter 27 (acquis
screening for the Ministry of Environment)

Working Group on International
Environmental Commitments

01.
02.

At the same time, EcoContact representatives were actively involved as delegated
members in seven inter-institutional working groups and intergovernmental commissions:

Working Group on Surface
Water Quality 

03.
04.

Danube-Prut and Black Sea River
Basin District Committee 05.
Commission for the Transfer of
Adaptation and Development Services
of the PRTR Information System 
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06.
Working Group for the Protection
of the Dniester River Basin 07.

Republic of Moldova – Romania – Ukraine Working
Group for the Management of the Prut River Waters 



Another document developed and approved by ministerial order is the
methodology for drafting management plans for Emerald sites – a
valuable guide for individuals and institutions involved in their
preparation, aimed at standardising the format and approaches adopted.

A significant initiative launched in 2024, with the support of the Austrian Development
Agency (ADA), was the drafting of a new law on nature protection. To underpin this
legislative process, EcoContact initiated a preliminary study that identifies and
analyses the existing gaps in aligning the national legal framework with European
Union and international legislation in the field of protected areas. 

EcoContact continued to provide support to the Ministry of the Environment in
implementing the institution's action plan by drafting and submitting for review and
promotion to the relevant departments within the ministry nine draft legislative acts
and methodological documents relevant to improving the regulatory framework in the
field of environmental protection: 

Draft Government Decision on the approval of the Regulation on Access to
Environmental Information, Access to Justice, and Public Participation in
Environmental Decision-making  
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Draft Law on Environmental Liability, concerning the
prevention and remediation of environmental damage

Draft Government Decision on the approval of the
Methodology for calculating the cost of environmental permits 

Draft Government Decision on the approval of the
Methodology for calculating the cost of the environmental
authorisation / integrated environmental authorisation 

Guidelines on Biodiversity Assessment as part of the
Environmental Impact Assessment procedure

Guidelines on the Implementation of Procedures
for Strategic Environmental Assessment 

Draft Government Decision amending the Regulation on Eco-labelling 

Draft Government Decision on the Reform of the Moldsilva Agency



To support the development of professional and institutional competences in the field
of environment and environmental justice, EcoContact organised and coordinated,
throughout 2024, a series of training sessions, workshops, and programmes dedicated
to diverse target groups. The activities below illustrate the variety and scale of the
efforts undertaken to train specialists and to strengthen the effectiveness of
institutions involved in environmental protection and in safeguarding the right to a
healthy environment

for          representatives   of   IPM   on 
control emissions of environment (IPM training
on integrated environmental control). 

training sessions
for        representatives of law enforcement bodies: 24 judges and 86 prosecutors, on
the specificities of examining environmental offences, carried out in partnership with
the National Institute of Justice: Training workshop. 

110
6

training sessions11
for          undergraduate and master’s students from 4 universities: Academic School of
Environmental Education for Young Lawyers. 

training workshop 1
for approximately   representatives of
economic operators and central public
authorities on the regulatory aspects of
implementing Law No. 227/2022 on Industrial
Emissions: Training workshop on the Industrial
Emissions Law. 

training workshop1

institutions focused on strengthening institutional and professional capacities in the
field of forestry: International collaboration for education in natural resource
management: practices from the USA.

training workshop 1
for representatives of protected areas in the
Republic of Moldova - Workshop on protected
area management. 

training workshop1

introductory training courses 
for   participants including human rights defenders, local-level civil society
organisations, and civic activists: Strengthening the capacities for defending the
human right to a healthy environment.

4
70

40

50

70
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within the Academic School of Environmental Education

for representatives of academic and environmental 

https://www.ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/ecocontact-a-facilitat-instruirea-reprezentantilor-ipm-privind-controlul-integrat-de-mediu
https://www.ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/ecocontact-a-facilitat-instruirea-reprezentantilor-ipm-privind-controlul-integrat-de-mediu
https://www.ecocontact.md/ro/post/atelier-de-instruire-particularitatile-investigarii-si-examinarii-infractiunilor-ecologice-aer-deseuri-si-proceduri-de-evaluarea-strategica-de-mediu-si-evaluarea-impactului-asupra-mediu
https://www.ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/scoala-academica-a-educatiei-de-mediu-pentru-tineri-juristi-editia-a-treia-desfasurata-sub-egida-mediului-universitar-si-ecocontact-cu-suportul-suediei
https://www.ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/scoala-academica-a-educatiei-de-mediu-pentru-tineri-juristi-editia-a-treia-desfasurata-sub-egida-mediului-universitar-si-ecocontact-cu-suportul-suediei
https://www.ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/atelier-de-instruire-pentru-agenti-economici-si-reprezentanti-ai-autoritatilor-publice-centrale-legea-privind-emisiile-industriale
https://www.ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/atelier-de-instruire-pentru-agenti-economici-si-reprezentanti-ai-autoritatilor-publice-centrale-legea-privind-emisiile-industriale
https://www.ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/colaborare-internationala-pentru-educatia-in-managementul-resurselor-naturale-practici-din-sua
https://www.ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/colaborare-internationala-pentru-educatia-in-managementul-resurselor-naturale-practici-din-sua
https://www.ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/atelier-de-lucru-dedicat-imbunatatirii-competentelor-pentru-managementul-ariilor-protejate-din-republica-moldova
https://www.ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/atelier-de-lucru-dedicat-imbunatatirii-competentelor-pentru-managementul-ariilor-protejate-din-republica-moldova
https://www.ecocontact.md/ro/post/cu-suportul-financiar-al-uniunii-europene-si-al-echipei-europa-la-falesti-si-la-anenii-noi-au-fost-consolidate-capacitatile-de-aparare-a-drepturilor-omului-la-un-mediu-sanatos
https://www.ecocontact.md/ro/post/cu-suportul-financiar-al-uniunii-europene-si-al-echipei-europa-la-falesti-si-la-anenii-noi-au-fost-consolidate-capacitatile-de-aparare-a-drepturilor-omului-la-un-mediu-sanatos


Guide on Strategic Environmental Litigation 

Guide on Biodiversity Assessment

Guide for Defenders of the Right to a Healthy Environment 

The EcoContact team continued to provide free environmental consultations,
delivering more than 10 such services during the year. The topics addressed were
similar to those of the previous year, reflecting the persistence and, in some cases,
the intensification of certain environmental problems. This highlights the need for
sustainable solutions and ongoing collaboration among all actors engaged in
environmental protection. 

Application of relevant regulatory provisions to the process of expanding
forest plantations on agricultural land.

Guide on the Development of Management Plans for
Emerald Sites in the Republic of Moldova 

In 2024, EcoContact published a series of specialised guides designed to provide
practical tools and guidance for the effective implementation of environmental
legislation. The guides presented below cover topics such as protected area
management, biodiversity assessment, environmental litigation, and the defence of
the right to a healthy environment. 
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Interpretation of the regulatory framework on the legality of logging
operations in forest areas.

Normative approaches and gaps in the management of the private 
forest fund

Interpretation of normative provisions on the planning of green spaces

https://cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/03137e9d-a492-41f2-8f8d-fecdb56591c1.pdf
https://cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/03137e9d-a492-41f2-8f8d-fecdb56591c1.pdf
https://cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/85874d2f-7cc5-4d78-9b2d-a1324d2d0624.pdf
https://cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://www.eu4environment.org/app/uploads/2024/09/Guidelines-for-Developing-Management-Plans-for-Emerald-Sites-in-Moldova-ROM.pdf
https://www.eu4environment.org/app/uploads/2024/09/Guidelines-for-Developing-Management-Plans-for-Emerald-Sites-in-Moldova-ROM.pdf
https://www.eu4environment.org/app/uploads/2024/09/Guidelines-for-Developing-Management-Plans-for-Emerald-Sites-in-Moldova-ROM.pdf


Support was also provided to beneficiaries in drafting petitions and complaints to
environmental authorities regarding violations of legislation, in preparing requests for
access to environmental information, and in identifying the permits required for
carrying out economic activities in protected areas. Beneficiaries received legal
assistance to defend their right to use local natural resources and to prevent water
pollution, including in cases where livestock farms lacked waste and wastewater
management systems. 

At the same time, EcoContact provided assistance to environmental activists who
reported the removal of a land area from the Țipova Landscape Reserve, notifying the
control authorities. Through these actions, the organisation empowers citizens to
protect their rights and promotes compliance with environmental legislation. 

Application of the regulatory framework for waste management in the context of local
public authorities' obligations and respect for human rights to a healthy environment. 

To facilitate the provision of free environmental
consultations, the organisation's online platform
was upgraded with new features, including a
dedicated form for submitting requests directly
on the EcoContact website.
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Interpretation of the regulatory framework in the field of management
and construction of septic tanks in rural areas.

Implementation of procedures for conducting environmental impact assessments.

Implementation of the regulatory framework for strategic environmental
assessment.

The process of land delimitation and zoning in protected areas, regulatory
approach and practical application in the field.

Application of the regulatory framework in the field of industrial emissions.

https://www.ecocontact.md/ro
https://ecocontact.md/


thematic information campaigns
and awareness-raising actions

43
15 monthly campaigns

Informing the public and encouraging active participation in community life are
central pillars of EcoContact's activity, fully in line with the provisions of the Aarhus
Convention on access to information and public participation in environmental
decision-making. Throughout 2024, the organisation carried out more than 40
thematic information campaigns and awareness-raising activities on issues relevant
to environmental and health protection, as well as marking major international
environmental days.

As part of these activities, EcoContact
conducted a series of 15 monthly campaigns
under the “Green Justice” project, addressing
topics such as air quality, climate change,
waste management, biodiversity, and the
right to a healthy environment. 

The campaigns were supported by visual materials, informative articles, media
interventions, and online distribution, tailored to different target groups. In this context,
a monthly section was created – the Environmental Calendar. The list below reflects
the themes and events that served as the basis for public communication and for
promoting broader citizen participation. 
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Illegal logging threatens the balance
of the biosphere

Be eco-friendly at work and in your
daily life

Food waste leads to hunger and
climate change

Vegetation fires – a devastating danger

Support local producers – eat healthily
and protect the environment

Plastic waste – a serious and widespread phenomenon 

Clean and sustainable mobility – the engine of a sustainable future 

Climate change – one of the greatest threats to the environment,
society and the economy 

Burning leaves endangers health and the environment

https://rb.gy/c7sjw7
https://rb.gy/c7sjw7
https://lnnk.in/fyh2
https://lnnk.in/fyh2
https://lnnk.in/cMik
https://lnnk.in/cMik
https://ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/incendiile-de-vegetatie-un-pericol-devastator?fbclid=IwY2xjawFHkzdleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHRxT9t_ZP9rOnZWKKdDifZqIu7qQ-_trAtQy2YXU34FRF1qUMI4SSqlBGg_aem_A2vTxlhv1Brof8T0Lp30VQ
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/sustine-producatorii-locali-mananca-sanatos-si-protejeaza-mediul
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/sustine-producatorii-locali-mananca-sanatos-si-protejeaza-mediul
https://www.ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/deseurile-din-plastic-un-fenomen-grav-si-de-amploare
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/sustine-producatorii-locali-mananca-sanatos-si-protejeaza-mediul
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/mobilitate-curata-si-durabila-motorul-viitorului-sustenabil
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/sustine-producatorii-locali-mananca-sanatos-si-protejeaza-mediul
https://www.ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/schimbarile-climatice-una-dintre-cele-mai-mari-amenintari-asupra-mediului-cadrului-social-si-economic
https://www.ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/schimbarile-climatice-una-dintre-cele-mai-mari-amenintari-asupra-mediului-cadrului-social-si-economic
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/sustine-producatorii-locali-mananca-sanatos-si-protejeaza-mediul
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEcoContact%2Fposts%2Fpfbid0UwVzXnLAtLHoDZz5ZLpGo9tqAhKZMp6Cj3ScXAqfgsbEvpfQWCRXLhVCDVL8KXzCl&show_text=true&width=500


Energy saving 

Inspired ideas for sustainable gifts 

Fireworks – bright illusions with a harmful impact 

12

Hazard symbols on chemical product labels 

International Forest Day 

Promotion campaign and participation in the
Forest Festival 

International Day of Forest Plantations  

World Energy Efficiency Day 

World Wetlands Day 

World Day for Nature Reserves and Parks 

World Water Day

International Bird Day 

Earth Day 

World Bee Day 

European Ecological Network Natura 2000 Day 

International Day for Biodiversity 

European Day of Parks 

World Food Day 

carried out within the
"Green Justice" project

15monthly campaigns

November is tree planting month – plant for
the future 

https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/economie-la-energie
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEcoContact%2Fposts%2Fpfbid0guXkFjfvg9GDiMtG5g6yaMjqbSSRnoBzvTj8PsoWu9bMkY4JcweVrCnws8Jiz1ixl&show_text=true&width=500
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/solutii-inspirate-si-sustenabile-pentru-cadouri-si-ambalaje-fara-risipa
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/economie-la-energie
https://www.facebook.com/EcoContact/posts/pfbid0hJh4gAq4SaxGMTSpCCBhSsXvgnzE1ZCZQradNWhoZXTTUrhqywpXbTXJb1d94Ytml
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/solutii-inspirate-si-sustenabile-pentru-cadouri-si-ambalaje-fara-risipa
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEcoContact%2Fposts%2Fpfbid0guXkFjfvg9GDiMtG5g6yaMjqbSSRnoBzvTj8PsoWu9bMkY4JcweVrCnws8Jiz1ixl&show_text=true&width=500
https://lnnk.in/fyh2
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/padurile-si-inovatiile-noi-solutii-pentru-o-lume-mai-buna/
https://lnnk.in/cMik
https://www.ecocontact.md/ro/post/festivalul-padurilor-eveniment-de-promovare-a-protectiei-mediului-inconjurator
https://www.ecocontact.md/ro/post/festivalul-padurilor-eveniment-de-promovare-a-protectiei-mediului-inconjurator
https://www.facebook.com/EcoContact/posts/pfbid0hJh4gAq4SaxGMTSpCCBhSsXvgnzE1ZCZQradNWhoZXTTUrhqywpXbTXJb1d94Ytml
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/plantatiile-forestiere-mijloc-de-lupta-impotriva-poluarii-si-a-schimbarilor-climatice/
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/plantatiile-forestiere-mijloc-de-lupta-impotriva-poluarii-si-a-schimbarilor-climatice/
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/padurile-si-inovatiile-noi-solutii-pentru-o-lume-mai-buna/
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-mondiala-a-eficientei-energetice-cu-cat-mai-multa-energie-electrica-economisim-cu-atat-mai-putin-din-buzunar-platim-si-natura-ocrotim/
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/plantatiile-forestiere-mijloc-de-lupta-impotriva-poluarii-si-a-schimbarilor-climatice/
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/zonele-umede-si-bunastarea-umana-ziua-mondiala-a-zonelor-umede/
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-mondiala-a-eficientei-energetice-cu-cat-mai-multa-energie-electrica-economisim-cu-atat-mai-putin-din-buzunar-platim-si-natura-ocrotim/
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-mondiala-a-rezervatiilor-si-parcurilor-naturale-11-ianuarie/
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/zonele-umede-si-bunastarea-umana-ziua-mondiala-a-zonelor-umede/
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-mondiala-a-rezervatiilor-si-parcurilor-naturale-11-ianuarie/
https://www.facebook.com/EcoContact/posts/pfbid02a1cCAqkXRahcq4cqkgb1zNADY7cf3QckF1fYbsYPn9a6xpfsX1QkmQaQCNKi12inl
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-mondiala-a-rezervatiilor-si-parcurilor-naturale-11-ianuarie/
https://www.ecocontact.md/ro/post/planeta-vs-plastic-10-actiuni-pentru-a-reduce-plasticul-din-viata-noastra-si-de-pe-pamant/
https://www.facebook.com/EcoContact/posts/pfbid02a1cCAqkXRahcq4cqkgb1zNADY7cf3QckF1fYbsYPn9a6xpfsX1QkmQaQCNKi12inl
https://www.facebook.com/EcoContact/posts/pfbid0uoQaMLZ7rrqjyjRBZ7VWEiKfzF7E1kjK9yXMkuCj7XJhKWQ1yfm4xHLUZsJUDigol
https://www.ecocontact.md/ro/post/planeta-vs-plastic-10-actiuni-pentru-a-reduce-plasticul-din-viata-noastra-si-de-pe-pamant/
https://www.facebook.com/EcoContact/posts/pfbid02voccUuHjQhX4NJSCxgqg1Ke8LKazSZ79BpMDqRSCpKyR93PMo3kLBmoY2LsA93PBl
https://www.facebook.com/EcoContact/posts/pfbid0uoQaMLZ7rrqjyjRBZ7VWEiKfzF7E1kjK9yXMkuCj7XJhKWQ1yfm4xHLUZsJUDigol
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/22-mai-ziua-internationala-a-diversitatii-biologice/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2w-PGW7UelEtznFWHbtSIo_tP9ntOc3OsSYevTqTaJtlHEn663nrsBFDo_aem_ZmFrZWR1bW15MTZieXRlcw
https://www.facebook.com/EcoContact/posts/pfbid02voccUuHjQhX4NJSCxgqg1Ke8LKazSZ79BpMDqRSCpKyR93PMo3kLBmoY2LsA93PBl
https://www.facebook.com/EcoContact/posts/pfbid037vcLm6PnCYhP9wKPXPbYz5LXT86msfXnvMCDTU8wJB16fLn4EREXE9rwjRpRgr6hl
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/22-mai-ziua-internationala-a-diversitatii-biologice/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2w-PGW7UelEtznFWHbtSIo_tP9ntOc3OsSYevTqTaJtlHEn663nrsBFDo_aem_ZmFrZWR1bW15MTZieXRlcw
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-mondiala-a-alimentatiei-2024-dreptul-la-alimentatie-pentru-o-viata-si-un-viitor-mai-bun?fbclid=IwY2xjawHMs9FleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHXdmCk0sbxqJssyHo3ScQCbKdkuMg3K5b5QBu0cGc_f5O6Hz2BwtL2R0xQ_aem__atKCg-f4MfFh78nxLkxQw
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEcoContact%2Fposts%2Fpfbid0guXkFjfvg9GDiMtG5g6yaMjqbSSRnoBzvTj8PsoWu9bMkY4JcweVrCnws8Jiz1ixl&show_text=true&width=500
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEcoContact%2Fposts%2Fpfbid021hZHToKaa2BmRNXW6p278M4feBXzwEbYp26QeYygYW66tphhtRaUhktC4WuWfevil&show_text=true&width=500
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEcoContact%2Fposts%2Fpfbid021hZHToKaa2BmRNXW6p278M4feBXzwEbYp26QeYygYW66tphhtRaUhktC4WuWfevil&show_text=true&width=500
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/sustine-producatorii-locali-mananca-sanatos-si-protejeaza-mediul
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Human Rights Day 

World Soil Day 

World Population Day 

European Mobility Week 

International Day for the Preservation of
the Ozone Layer 

World Cleanup Day 

Car-Free Day  

World Tourism Day 

International Lead Poisoning Prevention
Week 

International Black Sea Day 

International Day for Disaster Risk
Reduction 

World Environment Day  

Dniester Day  

International Hiking Day 

World Day to Combat Desertification
and Drought 

...addressed topics such as air quality,
climate change, waste management,
biodiversity and the right to a healthy
environment.

https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-drepturilor-omului-2024-drepturile-noastre-viitorul-nostru-acum?fbclid=IwY2xjawHMzUZleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHQX9o-8X6G6XiLO2qLJ4QBhQLOLSdG-nDelTdfKJQYRRj1Ivk4F73EFe8g_aem_nPzcSfDL3ORZHXSyBzdiBg
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/padurile-si-inovatiile-noi-solutii-pentru-o-lume-mai-buna/
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-mondiala-a-solului-2024-protejarea-solurilor-masurare-monitorizare-gestionare?fbclid=IwY2xjawHMzRZleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHc5JhjaGm1Pm_AUA--YUXQIZarvEMxCSfeitg6P0bLIdrkRFwfpDRn77Ww_aem_ogoSDO2QuyI9pg0BKXxYwQ
https://www.ecocontact.md/ro/post/festivalul-padurilor-eveniment-de-promovare-a-protectiei-mediului-inconjurator
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-mondiala-a-populatiei-2024-fiecare-persoana-conteaza?fbclid=IwY2xjawFHlZNleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHUs_Iq2xFeDE-88al0F_2qGqm-F-TCiDhqXcIMqEJy4mQ1SkHNj7MefACQ_aem_haWs-mQ_8YeHPLbwHWZsVw
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/plantatiile-forestiere-mijloc-de-lupta-impotriva-poluarii-si-a-schimbarilor-climatice/
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/saptamana-europeana-a-mobilitatii-sa-folosim-spatiul-public-impreuna
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-mondiala-a-populatiei-2024-fiecare-persoana-conteaza?fbclid=IwY2xjawFHlZNleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHUs_Iq2xFeDE-88al0F_2qGqm-F-TCiDhqXcIMqEJy4mQ1SkHNj7MefACQ_aem_haWs-mQ_8YeHPLbwHWZsVw
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-internationala-pentru-protectia-stratului-de-ozon-2024-protocolul-de-la-montreal-intensificarea-actiunilor-de-atenuare-a-schimbarilor-climatice
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-internationala-pentru-protectia-stratului-de-ozon-2024-protocolul-de-la-montreal-intensificarea-actiunilor-de-atenuare-a-schimbarilor-climatice
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/saptamana-europeana-a-mobilitatii-sa-folosim-spatiul-public-impreuna
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/in-premiere-ziua-mondiala-a-curateniei-are-o-zi-a-sa-in-calendarul-evenimentelor-internationale-onu-20-septembrie
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-internationala-pentru-protectia-stratului-de-ozon-2024-protocolul-de-la-montreal-intensificarea-actiunilor-de-atenuare-a-schimbarilor-climatice
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/video.php?height=469&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEcoContact%2Fvideos%2F1326863548698327%2F&show_text=false&width=560&t=0
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/video.php?height=469&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEcoContact%2Fvideos%2F1326863548698327%2F&show_text=false&width=560&t=0
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/in-premiere-ziua-mondiala-a-curateniei-are-o-zi-a-sa-in-calendarul-evenimentelor-internationale-onu-20-septembrie
https://www.ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-mondiala-a-turismului-2024-turismul-si-pacea
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/video.php?height=469&href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEcoContact%2Fvideos%2F1326863548698327%2F&show_text=false&width=560&t=0
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/saptamana-internationala-de-prevenire-a-intoxicatiilor-cu-plumb-viitorul-luminos-incepe-fara-plumb?fbclid=IwY2xjawHMuS9leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHY5IqZKKSWK-ob7PufCA4MyOv1T_TMourB_sdfPBkERzCJ2AfrqLQ3aUcA_aem_dX85XyOev00eaMK-BM-osg
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/saptamana-internationala-de-prevenire-a-intoxicatiilor-cu-plumb-viitorul-luminos-incepe-fara-plumb?fbclid=IwY2xjawHMuS9leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHY5IqZKKSWK-ob7PufCA4MyOv1T_TMourB_sdfPBkERzCJ2AfrqLQ3aUcA_aem_dX85XyOev00eaMK-BM-osg
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/economie-la-energie
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/31-octombrie-ziua-internationala-de-actiune-pentru-marea-neagra?fbclid=IwY2xjawHMuq5leHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHYKTtqPlufjEqfGAVGZKq5PMTqXDcX3pvGj-qfhs11oUew2GmLj6ZEVUYg_aem_UDOejQRGBXi5i0v6q_mU0A
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/solutii-inspirate-si-sustenabile-pentru-cadouri-si-ambalaje-fara-risipa
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-internationala-pentru-reducerea-riscului-dezastrelor-implicarea-copiilor-si-a-tinerilor-pentru-comunitati-mai-reziliente-la-dezastre?fbclid=IwY2xjawHMs4VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHXY6iFozt9wDmuvbrp_nGT7XURNEvmfQtlHU1x3lsewoitmK5rybsl5peQ_aem_J0lDqTamZiLxKwF5Sy4FrQ
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-internationala-pentru-reducerea-riscului-dezastrelor-implicarea-copiilor-si-a-tinerilor-pentru-comunitati-mai-reziliente-la-dezastre?fbclid=IwY2xjawHMs4VleHRuA2FlbQIxMQABHXY6iFozt9wDmuvbrp_nGT7XURNEvmfQtlHU1x3lsewoitmK5rybsl5peQ_aem_J0lDqTamZiLxKwF5Sy4FrQ
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEcoContact%2Fposts%2Fpfbid021hZHToKaa2BmRNXW6p278M4feBXzwEbYp26QeYygYW66tphhtRaUhktC4WuWfevil&show_text=true&width=500
https://www.ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-mondiala-a-mediului-2024-un-apel-la-actiune-pentru-protejarea-planetei/
https://www.ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/deseurile-din-plastic-un-fenomen-grav-si-de-amploare
https://www.facebook.com/EcoContact/posts/pfbid02cxJYvr3NJqF1vmv81URxca8VAH48YFcFBeJgyf7WnfNn6qyFLX7a9dcU2k76WuAql
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/22-mai-ziua-internationala-a-diversitatii-biologice/?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR2w-PGW7UelEtznFWHbtSIo_tP9ntOc3OsSYevTqTaJtlHEn663nrsBFDo_aem_ZmFrZWR1bW15MTZieXRlcw
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEcoContact%2Fposts%2Fpfbid0Hk8woxKLdyWTUjVMHS5WnMSmjSGormoQ6jxufaY4NnVLi1T76NPRQeKbQL12XN1Vl&show_text=true&width=500
https://www.facebook.com/EcoContact/posts/pfbid0hJh4gAq4SaxGMTSpCCBhSsXvgnzE1ZCZQradNWhoZXTTUrhqywpXbTXJb1d94Ytml
https://www.ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-mondiala-pentru-combaterea-desertificarii-si-a-secetei-uniti-pentru-pamant-mostenirea-noastra-viitorul-nostru/
https://www.ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-mondiala-pentru-combaterea-desertificarii-si-a-secetei-uniti-pentru-pamant-mostenirea-noastra-viitorul-nostru/
https://www.facebook.com/plugins/post.php?href=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2FEcoContact%2Fposts%2Fpfbid0UwVzXnLAtLHoDZz5ZLpGo9tqAhKZMp6Cj3ScXAqfgsbEvpfQWCRXLhVCDVL8KXzCl&show_text=true&width=500


8
Draft legislation and
methodologies submitted for
promotion (laws, government
decisions, guidelines)

approved for the
management plans
of Emerald sites 

approved for the
management plans
of Emerald sites 

Training and
education sessions

25

1
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EcoContact's achievements according to strategic areas 

Guides and
information materials

Policy documents and
opinions prepared:

59 National level56
3 Local level

Environmental Strategy
(2024-2030) technically
supported and approved 

Environmental Strategy
(2024-2030) technically
supported and approved 

6
working groups and
intergovernmental
commissions

4
Specialized guidelines developed/
distributed (biodiversity assessment, 
Emerald management plans, strategic
litigation, right to a healthy environment)

1
Strategic Environmental
Assessment Report for the Nistru
River Basin Management Plan

1 Methodology Methodology 

10
Free consultations offered
in the field of environment

Information/education campaigns
and informational materials

43

10



With the support of EcoContact, a comprehensive study was carried out on the legal
and institutional framework and on the management of the Emerald Network in
Moldova. The study provides clear recommendations for updating the lists of species
and habitats across the 61 existing Emerald sites and proposes two additional
candidate sites. Full details are available here: Emerald Network Assessment. These
new sites, however, require detailed field investigations, including an in-depth study
and mapping of species and habitats.

A roadmap has also been drawn up
to strengthen the Emerald Network
and achieve a sufficiency index of
60% by 2026 and 80% by 2030,
accessible at Emerald Roadmap.

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT02
Sustainable development remained one of EcoContact's key strategic areas in 2024.
All the organisation's activities and projects were directed towards balancing
environmental protection, economic growth and social cohesion, with a strong focus
on responsibility towards future generations. To achieve these objectives, EcoContact
strengthened and expanded partnerships with central and local public authorities,
research institutions, universities in Moldova and abroad, civil society organisations,
the media, schools, the private sector and local communities. These collaborations
amplified project impact and allowed solutions to be tailored to the specific needs of
each region. The diversity of partnerships contributed to the implementation of
innovative approaches in natural resource management, biodiversity conservation,
climate change adaptation and the promotion of environmental education at all
levels.

Conservation of biodiversity in protected areas and the Emerald Network 

At the same time, with the support of EcoContact, detailed management plans were
developed for the Emerald sites Codru, Vrănești Steppe, and Lower Dniester, which are
to be submitted for official approval in 2025. 
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https://www.eu4environment.org/status-of-emerald-species-and-habitats-in-moldova-a-legal-and-institutional-framework-assessment/
https://www.eu4environment.org/roadmap-recommendations-for-ensuring-efficient-management-and-protection-of-emerald-network-sites-in-the-republic-of-moldova/


In order to facilitate access to information on protected areas, a concept for an
integrated digital register has been initiated. Given that there is no automated
information system (AIS) dedicated to protected areas and/or sites in the Emerald
Network in the Republic of Moldova, a concept for a register of protected areas was
initiated in 2024. This concept aims to create the technical and legal conditions for the
subsequent development of an integrated information system that will include the
state-protected natural areas mentioned in Law 1538/1998, as well as their internal
zoning. This system, which will be developed gradually, will primarily inform citizens
and authorities about the exact location of protected objects and their zoning and
protection levels.

EcoContact developed a comprehensive study to identify the training needs for
building a skilled workforce in the national forestry sector. The study not only
highlighted gaps in existing educational programmes but also proposed new
disciplines and specialisations relevant to modern and sustainable forest
management, such as climate modelling, monitoring and forecasting technologies,
and other components designed to make forestry more attractive for younger
generations. The study’s conclusions were reinforced by training sessions focused on
enhancing institutional and professional capacities. 

16



To strengthen professional capacities, EcoContact organised national and
international events that brought together representatives of higher education
institutions, non-governmental organisations, environmental authorities and the
forestry sector. The events included:

a series of workshops on strengthening the Emerald Network, focusing on identifying
and addressing challenges that hinder the effective functioning and management of
sites (the workshops also included technical sessions on the use of biodiversity
assessment tools and the implementation of the Habitats Directive); 

a three-day training seminar that
gathered representatives of higher
education institutions, non-governmental
organisations, environmental authorities
and the forestry sector. The seminar
highlighted the urgent need to adapt
university curricula to new environmental
challenges and to integrate the skills
required for the sustainable management
of natural heritage;  

17

a three-day training organised with the support of Propark SRL (Romania), focused
on analysing the competencies required for protected area management and on
developing a competency register for protected area administrations; 

three focus groups with women from the project’s
target protected areas, aimed at identifying their
specific needs and opportunities;

an exchange event between local public
authorities from the Codrii Reserve, Orhei National
Park and Lower Dniester National Park, where
ongoing activities and implementation plans in
the respective localities were discussed.



locally adapted
regulatory documents

798

Local governance and community involvement

regulation of grazing and mowing, 

In total, 798 locally adapted regulatory documents were generated, of which 127 have
already been approved in 50 localities across the seven districts. 
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In 2024, EcoContact implemented a comprehensive programme of local interventions
focused on strengthening environmental governance, supporting the implementation
of national policies and promoting community participation in decision-making
through seven local environmental platforms established in the districts and
municipalities of Cahul, Ștefan Vodă, Căușeni, Ialoveni, Bălți, Hâncești and Fălești.  
Within this framework, four types of local acts were developed, tailored to the specific
needs of each of the 187 localities covered by the platforms, addressing: 

To support local public authorities in implementing
activities related to sustainable water resource
management, EcoContact provided technical
secretariat support in 2024 to the Frumoasa–Crihana
Sub-Basin Committee and the Lăpușna Sub-Basin
Committee. These committees bring together a wide
range of local actors, including representatives of local
public authorities, civil society organisations active in
the field, irrigation associations, and other stakeholders
in water resource management.

The main purpose of these consultative structures is to promote integrated water
resource management at the sub-basin level through the active involvement of all
relevant territorial actors. Their activities contribute to strengthening participatory
governance, harmonising sectoral interventions and implementing the principles of
the European Union Water Framework Directive, adapted to the local context.

detection and sanctioning of
environmental offences, 

operation of administrative commissions,

transparency  of the local
decision-making process.  

127
documents approved

50 localities

districts7
in

out of 



Research and publications

The activity included: 
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In 2024, EcoContact provided technical support to the State Hydrometeorological
Service, as the national focal point for the United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification (UNCCD), in the process of preparing the Fourth National Report. The
report provides an overview of the state of desertification and land degradation
neutrality in the Republic of Moldova, including a national presentation and narrative
format of specific information. This report serves as a reference for the country’s
progress during the period 2016–2019 and aims to raise awareness and to support
national authorities and development partners with expertise and benchmarks in
fulfilling the legal prerogatives on combating desertification in the Republic of
Moldova.

The Guide for Human Rights Defenders was updated to
reflect the new legal provisions, including the
publication of a Russian language version. This update
was essential to ensure that human rights defenders
are well-informed about recent legislative changes and
can correctly apply the new regulations in their daily
work. The updated Guide was distributed to local public
authorities, paralegals and non-governmental
organisations active in addressing environmental cases
at the local level. These distributions were carried out to
support their involvement in protecting human rights,
especially in the context of the environmental
challenges faced by communities.

analysis of trends in land cover, soil productivity and carbon stocks; 
use of satellite data and application of the official methodology established by the
United Nations Convention to Combat Desertification (UNCCD); 
initiating the process of developing national thematic maps relevant for land
degradation assessment; 
integration of high-resolution geospatial data into decision-making processes,
with the aim of supporting national policies to combat desertification and promote
sustainable soil management. 

In addition, to facilitate understanding and accessibility of information on the new
legal provisions, five explanatory infographics were developed. These infographics
were shared on the organisation’s social media channels in order to reach a wider
audience and raise awareness of human rights and recent legislative changes.

https://www.meteo.md/images/uploads/news/2024/06/Report%20National_Ro.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/ziua-drepturilor-omului-dreptul-la-un-mediu-sanatos-este-un-pilon-esential-al-drepturilor-omului
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/7b873872-154c-48fe-9ba8-ee54a7d1f0f1.pdf


were contracted

Activities carried out under the Small Grants Programme also included support for two
of the Ministry of Environment’s key strategic programmes – the National Forest
Expansion and Rehabilitation Programme (PNERP 2023–2032) and the National
Waste Management Programme (2023–2027).

In 2024, AO EcoContact coordinated and implemented the Small Grants Program
"Active Citizens for a Healthy Environment and Green Justice", funded by Sweden and
intended for NGOs from eight target regions.
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Programe de granturi 

A total of 37 project proposals were evaluated
by a Selection Committee, of which 12 were
contracted, covering areas such as
environmental education, climate change
adaptation, energy efficiency, water
management, waste management, education
and awareness-raising. 

37projects

12
were evaluated

project
proposal

To ensure the smooth implementation of contracts, EcoContact facilitated
beneficiary training through reporting and communication workshops and carried
out 21 monitoring visits to NGO offices and pilot activities. Technical and
methodological assistance was provided to help beneficiaries meet the agreed
indicators and address instances of non-compliance. In parallel, EcoContact
supported beneficiaries through individual mentoring sessions focused on
clarifying eligibility criteria and optimising expenditure. 



Reforestation and green space development activities:

Organisation of themed drawing competitions and
exhibitions (in Bălți municipality, Dubăsari district and the
left bank of the Nistru River);

Production of three episodes of the podcast “reMediu 
pentru Mediu cu Justiție Verde” (Remedy for the 
Environment with Green Justice);
Organisation of the essay competition “The Forest and
Life in It”, addressed to young people in Dubăsari district
and on the left bank of the Nistru River. 

Afforestation of

in the Risipeni Landscape Reserve

and                ha of land adjacent to the reserve,

Sanitation and community mobilisation campaigns: 
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Completing vegetation on         ha in urban and rural green spaces. 

Environmental information and education campaigns:

Equipping localities with equipment
for waste collection and processing:

-community composter for vegetable waste (Volintiri village – Ștefan Vodă);

- compost sets (3 pieces, 50 l each) for 2 high schools: I.I. "Alexei Mateevici"
Theoretical High School, Zaim village, and I.I. "Meșterul Manole" Theoretical High
School, Sălcuța village, Căușeni district;

- mesh bins for plastic waste (Crocmaz village – Ștefan Vodă);

- bins for paper and plastic; 

- bins for glass (Hâncești municipality);

- shredder for branches and plant waste (Sălcuța village – Căușeni).

      local clean-up campaigns were organized in the following localities: Andrușul de Sus
village, Bălți municipality, Crocmaz village, Răzeni village, Puhoi village and Țipala village. 

1,7 ha

1,4
1

1
- leaf composters (Crocmaz village – Ștefan Vodă);2

2

10
13
6
1

174 bins for 

and

(s. Sălcuța – Căușeni),

waste collection:

38
136 from local public

from the grant

128 waste bins:

and

38
91 from the local

from the grant

(c. Zaim – Căușeni)

5

administration administration



"Waste eliminated - greened regions":
impact and results

Results and impact of the journalistic materials of the
project implemented by Bright Communications –
beneficiary of the grant programme  

Issues related to pollution of the Răut River in the
municipality of Bălți addressed in investigative
journalism  

Another achievement implemented through the media,
and a premiere for the environmental field in the Republic
of Moldova, was the launch of the first podcast dedicated
exclusively to environmental justice. The media product
addressed relevant topics such as environmental
governance, local environmental platforms, 

With support from Sweden, investigative reporting
capacities were strengthened at the local level
within the media/news company Studio-L.  

In order to strengthen journalists' capacity to investigate environmental issues and to
foster civic participation and the involvement of authorities in addressing local
challenges, four grants were awarded under the Small Grants Programme for Media
“Community Journalism for a Healthy Environment and Green Justice”.

22

A total of seven project proposals were evaluated, and four beneficiaries were
selected: SRL Studio-L, SRL Satelrom-TV, Canal Regional SRL and Bright
Communications SRL. Following implementation, the beneficiaries carried out 16
journalistic investigations, 14 thematic broadcasts and one documentary film,
covering topics such as waste management, pollution of the Răut River and green
energy practices.

Basic investigations: 

protected areas and reforestation, environmental journalism and citizen involvement.
Guests, including representatives of public institutions, the media and civil society,
contributed to promoting the concept of ‘green justice’. The first four published
episodes recorded over 20,000 video views and more than 40,000 audio plays,
becoming an accessible and effective information tool for the public. 

800 000The investigations reached over                                         views on various platforms,
generating reactions and public pressure for local solutions. 

the authorities cleaned up the
illegal dumpsite in Ulmu

Impact :

improvements to the water
infrastructure were initiated

residents began reporting
environmental problems

projects were submitted for the
replacement of water supply
networks

https://ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/proiectul-de-realizare-a-materialelor-jurnalistice-de-mediu-deseuri-eliminate-regiuni-ecologizate-impact-si-rezultate
https://ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/proiectul-de-realizare-a-materialelor-jurnalistice-de-mediu-deseuri-eliminate-regiuni-ecologizate-impact-si-rezultate
https://ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/suedia-sprijina-investigatiile-de-mediu-in-moldova-rezultatele-si-impactul-materialelor-jurnalistice-ale-proiectului-implementat-de-bright-communications-beneficiar-al-programului-de-granturi
https://ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/suedia-sprijina-investigatiile-de-mediu-in-moldova-rezultatele-si-impactul-materialelor-jurnalistice-ale-proiectului-implementat-de-bright-communications-beneficiar-al-programului-de-granturi
https://ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/suedia-sprijina-investigatiile-de-mediu-in-moldova-rezultatele-si-impactul-materialelor-jurnalistice-ale-proiectului-implementat-de-bright-communications-beneficiar-al-programului-de-granturi
https://ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/suedia-sprijina-investigatiile-de-mediu-in-moldova-rezultatele-si-impactul-materialelor-jurnalistice-ale-proiectului-implementat-de-bright-communications-beneficiar-al-programului-de-granturi
https://cms.ecocontact.md/uploads/ecocontact/originals/85874d2f-7cc5-4d78-9b2d-a1324d2d0624.pdf
https://ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/problemele-asociate-poluarii-raului-raut-in-perimetrul-mun-balti-abordate-in-materiale-de-investigatii-jurnalistice
https://ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/problemele-asociate-poluarii-raului-raut-in-perimetrul-mun-balti-abordate-in-materiale-de-investigatii-jurnalistice
https://ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/problemele-asociate-poluarii-raului-raut-in-perimetrul-mun-balti-abordate-in-materiale-de-investigatii-jurnalistice
https://ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/problemele-asociate-poluarii-raului-raut-in-perimetrul-mun-balti-abordate-in-materiale-de-investigatii-jurnalistice
https://ecocontact.sharepoint.com/sites/EcoContact/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FEcoContact%2FShared%20Documents%2F01%20%2D%20PROJECTs%2FCRJM%2FEvents%2FOutput%203%2FActivity%203%2E1%2E4%20Elaborate%20a%20guideline%20for%20HR%20defenders%20on%20environment%20cases%2FAcualizare%5FMai%202024%2FPC%5FGhid%5FRo%5FCA%2Epdf&parent=%2Fsites%2FEcoContact%2FShared%20Documents%2F01%20%2D%20PROJECTs%2FCRJM%2FEvents%2FOutput%203%2FActivity%203%2E1%2E4%20Elaborate%20a%20guideline%20for%20HR%20defenders%20on%20environment%20cases%2FAcualizare%5FMai%202024&p=true&ga=1
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBLenYzQxwA&list=PLu9VZ-crA3fpeRq4rfkisBKRZJki1TB9f&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iBLenYzQxwA&list=PLu9VZ-crA3fpeRq4rfkisBKRZJki1TB9f&index=9
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rMMOZ9mcXOs&list=PLu9VZ-crA3fpeRq4rfkisBKRZJki1TB9f&index=7
https://ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/cu-suportul-suediei-au-fost-consolidate-capacitatile-de-realizare-a-reportajelor-de-investigatie-la-nivel-local-in-cadrul-companiei-de-mediastiri-studio-l
https://ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/cu-suportul-suediei-au-fost-consolidate-capacitatile-de-realizare-a-reportajelor-de-investigatie-la-nivel-local-in-cadrul-companiei-de-mediastiri-studio-l
https://ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/cu-suportul-suediei-au-fost-consolidate-capacitatile-de-realizare-a-reportajelor-de-investigatie-la-nivel-local-in-cadrul-companiei-de-mediastiri-studio-l
https://ecocontact.md/public/ro/post/cu-suportul-suediei-au-fost-consolidate-capacitatile-de-realizare-a-reportajelor-de-investigatie-la-nivel-local-in-cadrul-companiei-de-mediastiri-studio-l
https://www.eu4environment.org/app/uploads/2024/09/Guidelines-for-Developing-Management-Plans-for-Emerald-Sites-in-Moldova-ROM.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C00TPW5d6DM&list=PLu9VZ-crA3fpeRq4rfkisBKRZJki1TB9f&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C00TPW5d6DM&list=PLu9VZ-crA3fpeRq4rfkisBKRZJki1TB9f&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CNfXMdJ7RtE&list=PLu9VZ-crA3fpeRq4rfkisBKRZJki1TB9f&index=8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C00TPW5d6DM&list=PLu9VZ-crA3fpeRq4rfkisBKRZJki1TB9f&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C00TPW5d6DM&list=PLu9VZ-crA3fpeRq4rfkisBKRZJki1TB9f&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C00TPW5d6DM&list=PLu9VZ-crA3fpeRq4rfkisBKRZJki1TB9f&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C00TPW5d6DM&list=PLu9VZ-crA3fpeRq4rfkisBKRZJki1TB9f&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C00TPW5d6DM&list=PLu9VZ-crA3fpeRq4rfkisBKRZJki1TB9f&index=6
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C00TPW5d6DM&list=PLu9VZ-crA3fpeRq4rfkisBKRZJki1TB9f&index=6


Grant programmes:

16
14
1

investigations

broadcasts

documentary film 
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4 Small grants for
the media

The academic school of environmental
education for young lawyers combined
professional training with civic engagement
of students in the field of environmental law,
encouraging the younger generation to get
involved in promoting active and informed
green justice. 

In order to promote environmental awareness and responsibility, a series of activities
were organised: a drawing competition for pupils, interactive quizzes, thematic
workshops in schools, programmes for young lawyers, as well as planting and clean-
up campaigns.

More than 400 young people from 60 educational institutions took part in the drawing
competition "Reduce, Reuse, Recycle – A Clean Environment for Future Generations",
which mobilised pupils from seven districts of the country and culminated in public
exhibitions, including at the National Museum of Ethnography and Natural History. The
exhibition was also replicated at the first edition of the Forest Festival. 

7

2 Grants
for NGOs 12

 Local environmental platforms:

798
Local documents 
adapted developed 

128 approved

in 50 localitiesȘtefan Vodă Bălți 
Fălești 

Hâncești 
Cahul

Ialoveni 
Căușeni 

Journalistic investigations
and media materials: 

Episodes4 podcasts published

over 20.000 views

over 40.000 listens 

https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/scoala-academica-a-educatiei-de-mediu-pentru-tineri-juristi-editia-a-treia-desfasurata-sub-egida-mediului-universitar-si-ecocontact-cu-suportul-suediei
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/scoala-academica-a-educatiei-de-mediu-pentru-tineri-juristi-editia-a-treia-desfasurata-sub-egida-mediului-universitar-si-ecocontact-cu-suportul-suediei
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/scoala-academica-a-educatiei-de-mediu-pentru-tineri-juristi-editia-a-treia-desfasurata-sub-egida-mediului-universitar-si-ecocontact-cu-suportul-suediei
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/scoala-academica-a-educatiei-de-mediu-pentru-tineri-juristi-editia-a-treia-desfasurata-sub-egida-mediului-universitar-si-ecocontact-cu-suportul-suediei
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/scoala-academica-a-educatiei-de-mediu-pentru-tineri-juristi-editia-a-treia-desfasurata-sub-egida-mediului-universitar-si-ecocontact-cu-suportul-suediei
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/scoala-academica-a-educatiei-de-mediu-pentru-tineri-juristi-editia-a-treia-desfasurata-sub-egida-mediului-universitar-si-ecocontact-cu-suportul-suediei
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/scoala-academica-a-educatiei-de-mediu-pentru-tineri-juristi-editia-a-treia-desfasurata-sub-egida-mediului-universitar-si-ecocontact-cu-suportul-suediei
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/scoala-academica-a-educatiei-de-mediu-pentru-tineri-juristi-editia-a-treia-desfasurata-sub-egida-mediului-universitar-si-ecocontact-cu-suportul-suediei
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/scoala-academica-a-educatiei-de-mediu-pentru-tineri-juristi-editia-a-treia-desfasurata-sub-egida-mediului-universitar-si-ecocontact-cu-suportul-suediei
https://ecocontact.md/ro/post/expozitia-dedicata-zilei-mediului-inaugurata-la-muzeul-national-de-etnografie-si-istorie-naturala-in-parteneriat-cu-ecocontact


STRENGTHENING PARTNERSHIPS03
In 2024, EcoContact further consolidated its role as an active player in environmental
communication, participating in leading international events and initiating
educational activities for the general public. Through its constant presence at
international conferences, regional workshops and thematic forums, the organisation
contributed to the exchange of best practices and alignment with European trends in
the field of environmental governance, decision-making transparency and public
participation. 
Among the most relevant international participations in 2024 were: 

Participation and representation at international events 

Through these participations, EcoContact has increased the visibility of national
efforts in the field of environmental protection and contributed to strengthening
international cooperation, while promoting the values of participatory democracy,
environmental justice and institutional accountability.

Bucharest, Romania - documentation visit to Romania on the transposition of EU
environmental directives (March 19-20)

Tirana, Albania - subregional workshop. Improving RETP reporting for emissions
reduction and more informed and sustainable decision-making (March 12-13 )

Belgrade, Serbia – Aarhus Centres Meeting 2024 (October 16 -18)

Online - Experience Exchange: Moldova – Ukraine on the EU Accession Process, via 
the Ukrainian National Platform of the of the EaP Civil Society Forum (October 31)

Geneva, Switzerland - The ninth meeting of the Working Group on Access to
Information under the Aarhus Convention (November 7-8)

9

Vienna, Austria - first civil society summit within the PaE (19-12 November)

Geneva, Switzerland - international discussions on the RETP Protocol and
emissions registries (November 20-22)

Chisinau, Moldova - Conference on drought and land
degradation neutrality (April 22-24)

Chisinau, Moldova - International scientific and practical conference
"The State, Security and Human Rights in the Digital Age" (December 13)
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Financial situation -
total expenditure 2024 

In 2024, the organisation's total expenditure amounted to EUR 704,580, with priority
given to sustainable development and partnership building activities. 

Other major areas of resource allocation included environmental legislation and the
implementation of the Aarhus Convention (33%), while 2% was dedicated to
organizational development.

Environmental legislation
and implementation of
the Aarhus Convention 

Sustainable development
and strengthening

partnerships

 Organisational
development  

33% 65% 2%

704, 580 EUR
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Alone we can do so little; together 
we can do so much 

                                       (Helen Keller) 

the Government of Sweden, the Austrian Development Agency, the European Union, the
Stockholm Environment Institute, the United States Forest Service (U.S. Department of
Agriculture Forest Service), the EU4Environment Programme, the World Bank, UNEP,
UNIDO, OECD, Global Environment Facility, as well as all national and local partners who
have helped us achieve great things.

Thanks to our partners
Looking back at the achievements of 2024, we would like to express our deep
appreciation to all our partners who have stood by us in promoting environmental
protection and sustainable development. Every step forward, from strengthening the
legal framework to getting local communities involved, shows how much we're all in
this together and how valuable our partnerships are, built around a shared vision: a
safer, healthier, and fairer environment for everyone.

Your constant support, whether technical, financial or strategic, has been essential in
advancing our efforts. More than a partnership, this collaboration has been a concrete
manifestation of our shared responsibility for the green future of the Republic of
Moldova.

EcoContact remains committed to its mission and continues to act with determination,
confident that only through cooperation, mutual trust and active involvement can we
build effective policies, resilient communities and a protected environment. Thank you
for your trust and your significant contribution to achieving our common goals.

In this context, we would like to express our thanks and gratitude to: 
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